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* Lieutenant A Hy Fair, » “Ane hein Pol ice Department, 
Anaheim, California, advised. March 14, 1958, that Dr. Martin) , 
_Invther King, Jr. was scheduled to atidress the convention of ae 
‘the California Dem rocratic: Council at the Ananeim Convention | . 
seen Anaheim, Calif ornie s at noon on Saturday, March 16, . 2 2@f 
lL . ; Bs ; p o. : ‘ : e 
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tema: H, E. Fair, supra, advised on March 
16, 1958, that. Dr. King appeared at a press conference at the ~ = 
Disne eyland Hove 1s. Anahein,. California, that date. He stated that 
he never endorsed any presidential candidate, but spoke highi; 
of Senator Zugene tic Carthy, Minnesote, and, indicated tnat hea 
might endorse nim as a ee tial candidate in the 1983 
electi (ons claiming | wnat he is passive, non-violent but milivant 


againsi: poverty and the Vietnam War. 


Lietitenant Fair,’ supra, stated that Dr. King also 
appeared as the main speaker at the junchcon of the California 
Democratic Council wnich.was.aeld at the Anaheim Convention 
Center on the same date... Dr.-King stated that if. the Government 
would do eect 1f about: Negro poverty in the winter time there : 
yould be: less likelihood of summer violence. He-also indicated aM 

, that there eae be 2 march on Washi ing gton, D. C., in April 1653 : 
' and the participants will conduct a "Stay- in" at Governmental , 4 : 

“offices untii the end.of the rash goiter session to protasi - 4 

' Wegro poverty. He stated that it was ridicul cus to Ss money 
- to kill. Vietnamese in Vietnam and’ not help underprivel 
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Lieutcnant Feir, supra, stated that “wing left Ananeim 
at 2: 30° p.m. for an unknown appointnent in Los Angeles. 
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eo A sourcé, who has furnished reliable eee in 
the past, advised on March 17, 1958, that°Dr. Kling spoke 
an E1k!. Club Somewhere in Los Angeles on the az *terncon of. 
March 16, 1653. ‘here he received donations for the Washington 
Spring Project in the amount of $6,000, in cash 4nd an undis- 
a closed anount in checks. . , 


Pe 


The “Los ‘Ang eeles Times” 3 a daily newspaper publis shed 
in Los Angeles, California, in its issue of March 17, 1¢653. a 
carried an article which cuoted Dr. King while he was in . Anahein, —-- 
California, on March 16, 1958. He stated, “"The problem is the | 
. Government has many programs: but nothing ches been done." He 
stated that the Spring demonstrations wnich he will begin in 
_ Washington, D. ., on April 22, 1958, ara to appeal to the. 
conscience of Consress to escalate the war on poverty and 
. racism and da-escalate ‘the war an Vietnan. 


Officer J. Frederick ‘Sy Airport Detail, Los Angeles 
Police Department, advised on March 18, 1958, tat Dr. King 
was Staying at the Hyatt House Hotel, 5547 West Century ~ 
: Boulevard, “LOS Angeles, and would be leaving Los Angeles for 
New Orleans and Memohis eneoe noon on March 18, 1958, vie 
National Airlines. at al 


The "Los Aiea as ‘fimes" ‘ previicusly mentioned, in 
“Sts issue of March 18, 1958, indicated that Dr. King hed sx 
at thd Second Baptist Church. in Los Angeles On Sunday, kare 
"- U7, 1958, He stated that it-was time for someone in Washingt 
- to admit that a mistake has been made in Vietnam and thai. thi 
» hation is involved ina "senseless »” reckless, immoral and 
wnwinnable war." He also indicated white racism is "Still a 
(laring reality in our country" and that Congress, dominated 
by the rural South | ‘stands asa stubborn force in the way of 
social progress." a os 
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7. This document: contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the vroverty of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
‘be distributed Quts=de youe, agency . ae | 
, | | e. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, , 
; SECURITY MATTER -- C 


- 
> 
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WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT 
RACIAL MATTER | 


On April 1, 1868, 2 confidential source advised 
he understood that following the yaoi 1\l disturbance which | 
occurred in-Memphis, Tennessee, on March 28, 1968, Reverend 


Martin Luther King, Jy., oe ree Southern Christian . - 
Leaders hip Conference (SCLC) call a meeting of several . 


SCLC Executive officers which was yas March 30, 1968, at 
the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta. Smong those attending 


. this meeting were James Bevel, SCLC Executive sStarffi membsr; 
desse Jackson, Northern Director, PLajEs BrCRGbasKet, SOL 3 


meas me wel, UH 


Hosea Williaws, Directcr of Yoter Registration and Political 
Education, SCLC; and Stanley Levison., 
Reverend King arranged this meeting for the purpose 
of reviewing the recent disturpsase in Memphis and evalvating 
the effect thereof upon SCLE's ccnatermnisted Washington Srring 
i 
3 


3 Kame net — Sty ~- 
Project QWSP). Revarend Kine srened this meeting by again 
> — = 


stressing to those present how greatly concerned he was as to 
the effect of the enphis disturbance on’ his image ao 2 Civil 
" ‘"yights Leader and the position of SCLC as a leading civil rights 
° organisation. This entire matter aprarentiyvy upset Reverend King 
to the ektent he found iv desirabie to excuse peaale ae this 


5 @ 
L < & x 
wmceting shortly after its comachcomont. Source vies unable to 
ise whether Reverend King returnca to the meeting 
This meeting “lasted most of the day and concluded with 


on tie part of these present that SCLC officials would 
y return to Memphis, re-organize the. Ser erene sanitatisn 


ey. ss * 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor. conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of ihe £LBI and is loaacd To 

your agency; it and its contents ara not to-be distributed 

outside your agency. 
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Workers in that community particularly along the lines of 


nonviolence and subsequently condvet a peaceful demonstration 


*-in that community. Having accomplished this SCLC will have 


Shown to the nation it can conduct a peaceful demonstration 
and therefore the way should he clear for i+ to proceed with 
its WSP. a cates ame 
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aoe A source advised that on October 26-27, 1963, a 
conference of members of the Communist Farty, USA. (CPUSA), 
including national: functionaries, met in Chicago, Illinois, for 
the purpose cf setting in motion forces for the establishreat of 
anew national Marxist-oriented youth orpanization which would 
hunt for the most peaceful transition to socialisn. The ceiegates 


were told that it would be reasonzhl2 to assume tact the young °. 
Socialists attracted into this ‘new organization would eventually 


e 
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; pass into the CP itself. i- | 1 wo Se Ee - 

A. second source has advised that the founding convention 
for the new youth organization was held from June 19-21, 1964, at 
350 Golden Gate Avenus, San Francisco, California, at which tite 
the nane W.E.B, DuBois Clubs of America (LCA) was adopted. - 
Approxinately 500 delerates from throughout the United States - 
attended this convention... _ _ = #4 : | . 


r 
Mi ano ae de 


.. he secsnd source advised in September, 1966, that NINE. 
ZAGARELL, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro communities 
the Party still supported the. plan to build “left" socialist 
‘eenters and to solidify the. Party b2se through the DCA. This 
source also advised in September, 1966, that DANIEL RUBIN, CPuUsA 
National Organizational Secretary, stated the Party believes tne 





- pCA should have a working-class outlook and be a mass organization 
favorébie to socialisn,. socialist countries and Marxism, and in 
- &pril, 1967, advised that GUS HALL, CrUSA General Sceretary, 
- AUndicated the DCA primary. ewphasis should be on developing mass 
resistance to the draft. ~~ . |: ‘. © 3 a 


PYNER was eclested chairman of the PSA on September 10, 1967, at 
the Third Wational Convention of the DCA held in skew York, Hew . 
. York, from September S-10, 1967. . 2 |  # 


A fourth source advised during August, 1967, that. 
JSARVIS TYNER is 2 member of the National Committees of the CPUSA. 
oe A fifth source advised on S2aptender 21, 1967, that the 


| 

A third source advised in September, 1957, that JARVIS : 
. i 
* headquarters of the PCA is located at 34 West 17th Street, hey 
1 

q 
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; York, New York. ee er ae | : 
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W.=.8B,. ni Bors CLUBS ee a s, ae ; . Pa : 1 
OF CHICAGO (TCC) : ae ee : 

we Oa Hay 3, 1905, s-seurcé advised that on Jure 30, 1SsG4 

@ group cf young cscels whe attended the fcunding convention cf 

the W.B.B, DvBois Clubs cf America {RCA} met an Chicago ana | 
adopted a statenent ef purpose and ce stitution forming the DOC -. 
as an affiliate of the nztional ECA, | : ; 
ae A sscen3 scurce advised on May 1, 1967, csat BTA 

“ chartesed elubs in the Chicage ares are she West side DOC sad 

the Nortn-Sige oOc. seitkar cf which curreatiy azintain @ : 

e % 2 °,@ & oe ~~ oma Me 
headovartsrs., There is ae central sesdquarters for the Dev 
and there 2r6¢ no unchartered ciuts in thin 2rea. 

: Tac secend source advined that the majority of DCC 
members are 3lso members of the ce. 
During the past year DOO activity has been Zimest 
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File No. - 


April 2, 1968 =" 
Title | MARTIN LUTMER KING, JR. - 
WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT | 


Character SECURITY MATTER -C 


RACIAL MATTER: 2055 0 eh 
| Refercace. Atlanta Memorandum dated and captioned 
- .. * ag. above. ae . oo 


| All sourees (except any listed below) these ident: 


i. 
are concealed. in referenced comaunication have furnished reli 
“{nformation in the past.”°-- - aa . : 
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‘ whis’ document centains. neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FI and. is loaned to 
your agency; it and its centenis are not to be distributed 

outside your agency. Oa aa ee ~ 3 
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cate SOS ok MARTIN LUTHER KING, oa Gt 
i ee SECURITY MATTER - C - ee , 
| : SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE | 


| MEMPHIS, TENNESSEF | —.— mae Fee 
RACIAL MATTER Pe an 
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; 0 “On Aprit i 1968; 8 @onfidential-s source advised 
_ that es of that date Nosea Yillians. Director of Voter 

_ Registration and Political Education, Southern Caristian 

. Leadershin Conference (SCLC); Jesse dae kson, Kort:hern 

' Director, Project Breadbas ket, SCLC; James Revel, SCLC - 
Executive stafLr MEADE ; and James ace, SCLC Field 

ah gh vere in Memphis, Tennessee, for tha 


Os ae i oT oe Lh 


* denon 


Bd ie : s : 
te: 1 i i mn fk a i i A main hn oe 
all el a lh ee, 


_ PUUPOsSs of Lesorganiuing striking Sanitation. Werkers in a 
| that ee along the lines of SCLC 's poilosophy of PORE OLERE 


7 +e hase 


The aforementioned SCLC officials expected Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President, SCLC, and Raloh D, 


Abernathy, Vice President. aoe Treasurer, SCLC, to arrive ‘1 


. Memphis On April 2, 1958,. tn the near future, ‘(date net knovn), 
- Reverend King intended to. lend 4 speEreosent G2nonstration Ox the 
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.Kemphis Sanitation Workers. | 
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“his document contains neither recommen dations nor conc?:sions ae 
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W.E.B. DY 2018 CLUBS OF AMERICA (DCA 


: A source advised that on October 26-27, 1963, 2 
-eonference of members ef the Conmunist Party, USA (CPUSA), 
Sncluding national functionaries, met in Cnic2go, Illinois, for 
the purpose cf setting in motion forces: for the establishment of 
a new national Marxist-oriented youth organization which would 
hunt for the most penceful. transition to socialism. The delegates — 
were told that it: would be reason2bie to assum? that the young | 
socialists attracted into this ‘new organization would eventually 
pass into the CP itself. ..- -) 07 oe ein uo. . seh, 
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A. second source has advised that the founding convention 
for the new youth organization. was -held from June 19-21, 1964, at 
350 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which tine | 
the name .£.B. DuBois Clubs of fmexiea (BCA) was adopted. 


_. Approximately 500 delegates fron throughout the Unitca states 
attended. this convention. —- | mE , : 
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5 _ << he second source advised in September, 1966, that MINE 
’ ZAGARELL, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro communities 
‘the Party still supported the plan to build "heft" soci2zlist 
centers and to solidify the Party base through the DCA. This | 
source also advised in September, 1965, that DANISL RUBIN, CPUSA 
Yational Organizational Secretary; stated the Party believes the 
pcs should have a working-class outlook and be a "ass organizs2ion 
favorabie to socialism, socialist countries and Marxisa, and in 
, * April, 1967, advised that GUS HALL, CPUSA General Secretary, 


indicated the DOA primary emphasis should be.on developing mass 
resistanse to the draite °° 7°. | ° a - 
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ee A third source advised in Septenber, 1967, that JARVIS | 
TYNER was elested chairman of the DCA on September 10, 1967, at 
the Third National Convention o3 the DCA held in New York, New 

- York, fron September 8-10, 1967. 2 a | 


A fourth source advised during. Ausust, 1967, that. | 
" JARVIS TYNER is 2 member of the National Committee of the CPUSA. i: 


7 ‘ \ . ee 
A fifth source advised on September 21, 1967, that the | [ 


- headquarters of the DCA is located at 34 West 17th Street, ew 
York, New York. Ce et ; : 
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"fo 7 [Ute Security Matter - C Oe ies ace 
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: 
vie A ‘confidential source, who has furnished reliable 


Snformation in the past, learned on March 29, 1968, that on that 
date, Stanley Levison and Hartin:- Luther King, dr. discussed 

the position which King nas found himself in as a result of oe 
_yiolence that occurred in Memphis, Tennessee, on March 28, 1963, 
at the time when King led a march through downtown Memphis. Ki ng 


- told Levison that ne feels they have to face the fact that, | 


from a public relation 2S point of view and every other way, "we 
are in serious trouble”. He referred to the Washington D. Cc, 
Spring campai gn, known as. the Poor Peonle's campaign, and said 
ag far as it -is concerned it is in trouble. King ted that Lo 
Will be much more cifficult to. recruit seoplie for tna Wesningt: 
.- Campaign now because they (the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference)(SCLC) are recruiting non-violent people and these 


2 - 
aa 


| people will hold back if they think they will be in a campaign 


; that is going to be taken over by violent elements. King stated 
that this is not a failure forthe SCLC because it has encugn 

of a program - ‘to affirm its position but that it is a personal 
setback tor himself. . 


| King . continued that: persons ‘such: as Roy Wilkens 

(ilead of the National Association for the Advancement of Colcred 
Peopic) and Adam Clayton Powell, and Negroes. who are influenced 
by the press, will now feel that he, King, is finished, that his 
non-violence is nothing, that no one is listening to it. King | 
reiterated that they have hada great pudlic relations setback as 
far as his image and leaders nip are concerned. 
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fet Levison attempted to dissuade King from this point — Hy 
of view stating that it would be true only if King accepts "their™ =.) <: 

@efinitici. He added that: he feit.it is a proround error King. - - to 
. Zs making.. ee eee ee | po Be aa os 
I . King noted that he did not accept 4t himself but that: ss: 


’ others will. Levison retorted. that people would accept it for. 
° a:few days, but, if events prove otherwise, will not accept it. 


"|  ..+ing noted that events will not prove otherwise unless 
‘they think soberly through this period. He said that somenow he ned 
to reeffirm what the press will refuse to affirm. Ee referred to 
the Nemphis incident: stating that they all know it was just @ 
few people who- were involved. . He added that it was.a failure 
of the leadership in Memphis. King informed Levison that persons 
who were responsible for the violence came to. see him on the morning 
of March 29, 1968. He said.these persons were fighting tne , 
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leadership in Memphis, the men who ignored and neglected them, the a 
men who would not give them any attention, who ordered their : 


telephones cut off. King added that ne had no knowledge of all this me 
that the persons responsible fcr the violence were too sick to see 
’ that what they were doing during the violence was hurting him, hing, 
more than it could hurt the local preachers. : 


King related that. he was so upset and shocked over. the 
‘Hemphis violence that he was going to announce a personai fast 
Qs a means of appealing to the Memphis leadership, as well as those — 
who participated in the violence, to come to him in a united 
front to take up the "cudget" and get on with the movement. | 
. , fle said he felt this kind of spiritual move would be a way of 
* wnifying the movement, of transforming a minus into-a plus. Es 
added that he feels their.Washington campaign is doomed. - 
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Levison attempted to convince King that his reasoning 
was not. correct. Levison said he was concerned over the "trap" 
King: was placing non-violence -in because King was saying that é 

_ he must have 100% adherence. to non-violence which'is an impossibility.; 
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| King commented that they could not get 100% adherence but 
that they must face the fact thatariot broke out in the ranks of 
the march, that "these fellows", in the line of march, would 
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_ “gfump out, do something, and then come back to hide within ie, 
_#he group. King said he is a symbol of non-viol nee and /.:. +4 
that the press is nbt Roing to say what Levison. aid. + He 2. 1 
said the symbol will be weakened and it will put|many Negroes =. 
4n doubt. He said he must do someching that is a powerful | : 
. act to unify forces and refute the press. | | a l! 
ea - Sevison stated that if it had this result he would 48 


_ agree but that he is bothered by the idea that King would be 
accepting the logic of the press that if King can control 99%, 
and not the 1% who are violent, he is a failure. He said they 
must find « way in which: they do not accept this otherwise King 
will never be able to do. anything urless he always spiritually. 
reaches a level where he hypnotizes every Negro alive. 

: : King questioned how he could say that they cab 

control the planned demonstrations in Washington,D.C. and at the 
same time conclude they are going to have 1% violence. | 
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; 

<a Levison counseled that King can say that he can control — 
“his followers: and is not undertaking to control everybody else. 
- He seid King could take the position that his followers) ure non- 

violent and will do what they must co. oo 


. They agreed to discuss the matter in depthat a meeting 
. $n Atlanta, Georgia in King's church effice on the morning of 
’ March 30, 1958. ‘haggt te ee + tee 


6es os The samé source advised on March 31, 1968, that on | 
that date Stanley Levison. commented on the meeting held in Atlanta, 
. Georgia, cn March 30, 1968. . Levison's comments included the 
* ° Following: fe —_ a 
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At the Atlanta meeting they examined the wholle Memphis 
Sncident and came up with a new approach. "We are going back to 
Memphis. We are going to prove that you can have mass laction 
$n the. streets". . Martin Luther King had decided not fo go 
back to Memphis and not ’to go to Washington for the Poor People's a 
Campaign). It was the determination of the SCLC) _— that am 
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‘Martin Luther King, Jr. a es 


_ “ehanged King's thinking. King is going back to Memphis | 
“on Tuesday (April 2,°1968) and. there will be a big march on © 
Friday (April 5, 1968).. The Memphis incident was caused ty 
- Ms handfui -f kids" and it could: have been controlled by “our . 
. guys" (the SCLC) had they been there. er 
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ae He, Levison, made the point that they could not let 
_. "a couple of kids" keep "mass action" from being their weapon. 


fc “As for. controlling the Washington, D.C. demonstrations, 
.’ King knows he can control the youth. What has to be done is 
' go to the high schools and tell them what the establishment 
wants them to do. Once they grasp this there is no chance of 
- anything happening. What they:(the SCLC) are afraid of in | 
Washington is a dcuble cross from Stokley Carmichael and the 
-answer to that is that “our.:job" (the SCLC") -is not to stop violence 
but to be non-violent themselves. "Cur position" is that "we" 
are going to go on because to be abdle to march inthe streets is 
“oyy most important tool" and are not going on the streets because | 
4t may start violence. "Why do we have to be afraid of riots’. 
. It is their problem not ours’... | . | 


- a 
4 a 
mater me vw, eed ® ae een ew eet ae .a J , 
aoe : : 
ecertsants etereitr Paterna iia tdieas minsifnntl Gb tperint ween bbl aie era th meretmied. are qmereneint Ss sabe Gp arttignalenge ered at ian gap eet teams fh i - ee : oe 


MEP. ARIST APD tad Fi ale FeB OPN RIERA £8 taghn ss UMTS Fes Be 
: “ ‘ i e ; r 4 . 


: 7 The Atlanta meeting was good because it ‘shows how 
"much militancy there is in the SCLC. , 
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“A SOURCE ADVISED THAT KOSEA L. WILLIAMS, DIRECTOR OF VOTERS 
REGISTRATION, SCLC; JAMES L. BEVEL IN CHARGE OF SCLC “NON VIOLENT 
ACTION"; JESSE JACKSON, DIRECTOR OF “OPERATION REDBASKET , SCLC; 

JeT. JOHNSON, THE MISSISSIPPI ORGANIZER OF THE SCLC, “WASHINGTON 
SPHIRG PROJECT’; JAMES ORANGE AND RB. — FIELD 

STAFF NERBERS SCLC HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE, MEMPHIS APRIL ONE INSTANT 
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N- THE COMPANY OF REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSOR, a heen COMMUNI TY 


ION MOVE FoR EQUALITY Cc OND, THE MEMPHIS MINISTERIAL GROUP LEADING 
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STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOY E zS ALSO IN ATTEND 
WITH CHARLES CASSAGE OF BOP. WILLIAMS STATED THAT REV. MARTIN LUT? : ER 


KING, JR. WOULD ARRIVE IN MEMPHIS APRIL TWO NEXT, TIME NOT SPECIFIED, 
{oa 


BUT SCLC WOULD CONDUCT DAILY MARCHES AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN MEMPHIS, 
‘MAT B Yass MARCH WOULD BE HELD APRIL FIVE NEXT TO BE LEAD BY 

KYNG AND THAT KING WOULD POSSIBLY REWALH IN MEMPHIS UNTIL APRIL 

FIVE WEXT. JAMES ORANGE WILL INSTITUTE A SERIES OF SCLC “WORK SY Ops" 
rt VARIOUS CHURCHES. WILLIAMS STATED THAT THE STRIKE ACTIVITY IN 
NENPHIS WILL SE ESCALATED. JESSE JACKSON STATED THAT ALL MEMPHIS 
NEGROES WILL BE eames TRANSFER BANK ACCOUNTS AND INSURANCE 
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“THE MOVEMENT, KING SAID HE, FEELS WASHINSTON CAMPAIGN IS 
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th 


eneyteciemprie Ae. 
~*~ 


LWT ess 


BEViSGH? SAID KING'S FOSITION SHOULD BE THAT -KIRG CAN 


CORTRCL HIS FOLLOWERS WHO ARE NON-VIOLENT. THEY AGREED 


cee Or eaperayy aonet ~~ 
& 
1 






+ 


TO DISCUSS HATTER ‘IN DEPTH AT ATLANTA MEETING MARCH THIRTY. 
END ae an 


ieee ene 
te lhe: 


— C7." 


~~ cf Clie ond 


. . 
don went . a aa 
| Whe gecretce Rep R RELAY : sere ce 


Y 2 * 


ie) 
FBI'UASH DO FOR RR 2 XK =? 


qa? "Mt ” 
EA eey | tet hRat em etegter eR 
’ ’ aes 





4 “+5 s it 1 e 
gis’ il LS “sp he 
vd pe 
o" ; ‘ e 
Yad 
, 
. a e i 
3 « ere ° * a | ore Oh 
: a 
$5152 Docld:32999579 Page $e "*.  . 3° * 












become so depressed over the develonments in’ Memphis thet 

he has considered calling off the Washington Merch (his 
self-described Poor People's Campaign, scheduled to begin in 
Washington, ° D. C. on April 22, 1968). | 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE : 7 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : oS 2 
Yew York, New York 
n Reply, Please Refer to New oo? 
we No. March 29, 1968 | 
Bufile 100-106670 x . ; 
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z | Mertin Luther King, dr. 
security Matter - C 
A confidential source, who has furnished reliable oie 
information in the past, learned on March 28, 1958, that. 
late on that date, taniey Levison ang Martin Luther King, Jr. : 
. Giscussed tne violence that occurred in Memphis, Tennessce ; 
. on March 28, 19068, following King's leadership of a protest - 
| _ march through downtown Memonis. King indicated that he has : 
. ij 





Gevilson told King that his devression was eggravated 
because he is physically exhausted as a result of his recent 
strenuous ovrogram,* He counseled King not to be on the defensive 
i over the events in Mempnis. bus, on the contrary, should take 
; the position that the ma joripy eof people in the Memphis Merch 
aia not join in the rioting that took place, oroving the 
effectiven ess of King's leadershiv and hee po olLicy of non-violence. 
Levisen emohasized that the Washington March wid be different 
4n that King will have organized this mn ee ona Nis Torcees can 

- $%ress the imvortance of non~violence. Levison suggested chat 
Seturday morning (larch 30, 1968) would be a better time bo 
meet in Atlanta to discuss the Memphis incident ret 
meeting on Friday night (March 29, 1968) vecause it will give 
King time to rest. : 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 


King agrteed-in every respect with Levison's 
evaluation. — 
The source also ascertained that, prior to a 
. With King, Levison spoke with the Reverend Ralph Abernathy 
* an aide of Dr. King's aio advised Levison that King has 
cancelled a scheduled eppearance in Washington, DeGes 2On 
‘March 29, 1068, Abernathy also noted that King is scheduled 
to be in Virginia on Saturday (March 30, 1968) "but will 
probably ceéncel that eopearance. Abernathy continued that 
it was a mistake for ‘the King forces not to*have a staff in 
Memphis to train people in non-violence. He said it also was 
&® mistake on the part of the King forces not to have -been 
more aware of the local situation. 


A confidential source, who hes furnished 
reliable informetion in the past, edvised 
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On March 28, 1968, a carfidential source advised that 
duving the morning of that date Reverend Martin luther King. 
dY., President, Sseuthern Christian Leadership Conference {SCLC 
participated in a march in FBemphis., Yennessee, conducted by 
Ganlteation workers who are currently G2 Strike in that community. 
During this wareh, incidents .of Pa were engaged in by 4 
resativery gmat BL GAP of Negro 
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With reference ¢t the above incidents, it was the 
opinion oh March 28, 1968, of Reverend King, Ralph D. Bea by. 
‘Vace President acid Treasurer, SCz7f; Bernard Lee, Special Aide 


to the Presideat, SCLC; ‘and Hesea Williams, Director of Votor 
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Repistration and Politicéal -aducation, -SCLoO, 
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teat those responsivle | 
therefor Were if no way connected with SCLC but rather represented ; 
& .303 inexrity whoa obviously are neither in sympathy vith Revercid 
ing nor SCLC, Reverend King and’ his eolleagues did not iknow the ’ 
identities of these individuals nut suspected they might DOESEP TY: 
“ [| -be cenneacted with-some “black 


pover"™ organization. 


Becarse of the disturbarce in Memphis on March ’23, ] 
Neverend King bocame extremely dejected and discauraged 25 
prospects fuxv Ssuacess ef SCLO*’s contemplated Washington Spriuc 
Projest {WSl). Reverend Kiang told his colleagues oa this Gate 
tha€ because of his participation in the Memphis march, the 
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disturbance which dsveloped,and the ensuing publicity he WAS | 
pravely fearful that his im:zge and that of SCLC as advosares of 
houviolence will be blemiszaa 
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MARTIN LUTIMER KING, 


for the aforementicned datsturh 

“plack pover' organization, 

were extremely apprehensive for the persennl 

safety of Reverend King, particularly in the event he should 

in the near future appear pu tblicly in connection with activiry 

by the striking sanitation workers 
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RIOT I8 MEMPHIS. KING STATED ‘HE WAS DEPRESSED BY RIOTS 

ham WAS ‘CONSIDERIA CALLING OFF THE WASHINGTON MARCH. | 2 / 3 
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On March ZOD y 1968, 2 corfidentisl 


curce advised that 
during the morning cof that date Re sverendg Martin luther King. 
dY., President, Southern Christian lLeaderghip Conferense {SCLC 
participated in a march in 


memphis, Wennessee, conducted by 
sanitation workers who are currently on st 
During this march, incidents of yiclehbcs were engaged in by a 
relativery small BLGUP of Negroes. 


With refere 


nce to the above ircidents, it was the 
opinion ohn March 28, 1968 


, of Reverend King: Ralph D. Boe ys 
‘Vice President amd Trea EYED SGiC; Barnard Lee, Special Aide 
to the - Yresideat, SCLC; and Hosea Williams Director of Votor 
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Repistvation and Political nducation, “SCC 
theres ox were is no way eouwedeed with SCLC but rather 
&.minerity whe obvior shy are neiteRer 


Ln sympathy with Revereud 
Iing nor SCLO., Reverend King 


and ° ote Geollea Sues Gid not know the 
identities of these individuals put suspected they might possibly 
“ | be connected with some “black Bauer" Orvanigsation. 


Because of the disturbarce 
Never end Ring became extremely dejected and meee — to t 
prospects fox Suucess af SCLO's Contenplated Washington Spripg 
Projest ‘WSE> . Reverend Kiag tald his colleagues ca this Gate 
that bees Use of his participation in the Memphits mnaren, tha 
disturbance which developed,and the ensuing publicity he was 
geyavely fearful that his imzga and that of SCLO as advocates of 
hanviolence will be blemishad. 
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3 WASHINGTON SPRING PROIKNCT (wSP) 
- RACTAL MATTERS 
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On Fobruary 15, 19685, 2 confidential source, who 
IQ 


has furnished reliable intormat ion in -the past, advised as 
Follows: 


On ‘February 12, 1968, a meeting of members of t 
southern Christian Leaders Ship Conference (SCLC) was held 
the -peaschol Motor Inn, Atlanta, Georgia, concerning the 
Washington Spring Project which is Devine? to take place 
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during the first part of April, 1958, in Washington, D. C. 
The following SCLC ofiicers and stat me nbers were present 
at this meeting: a 
Martin Luther King, 7 | 
‘ President of SCLC 
| Reverend James Bevel 
=" Reverend Jesse Jackscn. 
Andrew Young 
. Bernard La Fayett . 
Hosea Williams 
m ' Reverend Fred C. Bennette 
“8 | _ Bill Rutherford | - : 
“ad, T. Johnson . 
— Ralph Henry ot 
: ; , Stoney Cooks 
The discussion Curing this mecting primarily concerned 
. the march from Baltimore, Maryland, to Washington, D. C., which 
' is to signal the beginning of the Washington Spring Project. | 
"" {t was reported at this meeting that there is believed to, ba j 
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“Re; + \ \ WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT OVSp) CONFIDENT TAM 
a serious threat against the life of Martin Luther King and 
‘ that ancvattempt upon his life will be made during this march. 


.In, order to counteract such an attempt, Reverend Bennette 
was essigrnad to be fn charge of security for Martin’ Luther 


oe a and Ralph Henry was assigned to be Reverend Bennette's 
aASSLStant. It was indicated that those involved in this 


emer should be alert for danger, not only from white 
persons but also froin Negroes. No additional Lhformation 
Was given at this time concerning any -possiblie threats. 


It was reported by several of those present that 
serious difficulty had been-enceuntered in the northern statas 
“in recruiting participants for the ae ene eon Spring Project. 
Lt was, therefore, cecided to concentrate the recruitment of 
participants in the ee states. 


It was also mawenved that serious financial problems 
have developed, especially in certain areas. Hosea Williams 
presented proposed budgets for the "financially deprived or “eee 
unresponsive areas involved in the Washington campaign." He 
stated that for one reason or another the following areas 
seemed to .be having unsolved financial probiemS in gervting 
their mobilization and recruiting started: 


: ; Wississippi 
Alabama 

« ; | . Georgia 

°. ) . North Carolina 
£ south Carolina 
! : Virginia 
Washington, D. C, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


~» 


» Yilliams stated that it was originally planned that 
: each project area was to raise its own funds, however, this 
..does not secm possible in the poorer areas at this time. He 
-reported that he had conferred vith project leaders in the 7 
above areas and they state that they can do the job proviced 
they are furnished they resources to get it started. Based on 
Williams' conversations with.these leaders, a budget has been 


. “drawn up for cach of the above areas which provides between 
: $1,200 to $1,500 per month with the exception of South Cnrrolinna 


Which will receive $740 anc ee Ly. Gey. WAR: Wid 
receive $3,500. These budsets includes payments for itens such 
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as bi-monthly paymonts to subsistence workers| t Peaches. 
; telephone expenses, costs of utilities, mailing 


Hise ort ice supplies tance materials, 


i At the cenclusion of this 
that subsequent meetings 
ae next three weeks in 

Weshington Spring Project. 
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